THE  REVOLUTION

dealing with the family and inheritance, which established equal
division of property between the children, and community of
possessions between husband and wife, while allowing the alterna-
tive of marrying in accordance with the regime dotal (or marriage
settlement), which was customary in the south. This Code is still
the basis of the existing French law and has been introduced into
a number of foreign countries. It was supplemented by a com-
mercial code, a code of procedure, and a penal code.

JRESTORATION OF THE  CHURCH

After winning great victories and obtaining glorious peace
treaties, Bonaparte set to work to regulate internal affairs accord-
big to his own personal will. His first desire was to conciliate the
great mass of Catholics who had remained faithful to Rome, by
officially restoring their form of worship. By that time there were
three kinds of clergy in existence: the constitutional clergy, who
were no longer paid by the State; the refractory priests, who were
still subject to repressive measures; and the \wumi$$iQnnaim\ or
priests who, though in communion with the Pope, had consented
to take the oath to obey the laws and enjoyed the toleration of the
State. The Church services had been restored in many places,
but only precariously.

Bonaparte now officially re-established the Church according
to the procedure of the ancien rtgim3 by concluding a Concordat
with the pope. This was only a partial restoration, for it did not
re-establish either the regular clergy (the religious orders and
congregations) or the property of the clergy and the tithe, or even
the former dioceses. These had been reduced in number by more
than half and remodelled in such a way as to make them fit into
the framework of the departments. The bishops were appointed
by the Government, receiving their canonical institution from the
pope. The Government also appointed the principal priest
(curt-doyen) in the chief town of the canton. The State paid a
salary - and a small one at that - to none but the bishops and
principal parish priests (curls-doyens).

This was a revolution in ecclesiastical organization, the full
import of which Bonaparte did 'not foresee. The large majority
of the parishes (more than thirty thousand), which were unaffected
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